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On behalf of your committee, I am pleased to present our report for the year ended 31 December 
2022.

The members of the committee are:
Bob Birchall - President
Catherine Hammond - Vice President
John Stuart - Vice President
Gabrielle Walsh - Secretary
Richard McLachlan - Treasurer
Margaret Goggin
Julie Thorpe
Carmel Vanny

Despite this being the third year of an ongoing global pandemic, Catalyst for Renewal enjoyed a 
very good year.

We again presented a diverse and stimulating program. The highlight was our forum with Joan 
Chittister osb, attended by 850 people in the splendid hall at Monte Sant’ Angelo College, to whose 
principal and staff we remain so grateful.

For the first time since 2019, we were able to run a full program of reflection mornings at Hunters 
Hill. The program at Lawson continued to be impacted by Covid and other setbacks but we 
anticipate a full program being delivered there next year. We thank the conveners Carol Teodori and
Len Blahut for their commitment and perseverance. We held an outstanding series of Q and A 
forums at St Patrick’s Church, featuring David Ranson from the Diocese of Broken Bay, Josephite 
sister Monica Cavanagh, Jesuit Fathers Frank Brennan and Richard Leonard, social scientist Hugh 
Mackay and Sandurst bishop Shane Mackinlay. Teams convened by Carole Wilson produce both the
Hunters Hill Reflection Mornings and the Q and A Forums and we thank them for their considerable
efforts. Our new program, The Call To Be, made a smooth and impactful start due to the 
outstanding organisational efforts of Pauline Mueller, Leanne Zyner and Greg Zyner. This program 
presents short courses of similar form and content to those previously offered by Aquinas Academy.

The Spirituality in the Pub movement had a mixed year. SIP continues to engage its diverse 
audience in a number of regional centres, but in the face of the pandemic it has not been possible to 
continue the program in Melbourne and Sydney. Some metropolitan venues have in fact returned in 
2023. In the meantime, Spirituality on the Sofa (SIP in online form) has been presented each month,
superbly facilitated by Susan Eichorn. Marea Donovan continues to head our National SIP 
Committee and we are grateful for her efforts and those of her team.

Following our annual Eucharistic reflection in November, we acknowledged and celebrated Father 
Michael Whelan’s Jubilee of ordination – fifty years a Marist priest in 2022. Michael continues to 
be our pastor and our inspiring teacher and we thank him for his leadership of Catalyst for 27 years 
and ongoing. 

Our program for 2023 has taken shape. A full program of reflection mornings is being offered at 
both Hunters Hill and Lawson. The Call To Be is back for its second year with another enticing 
program. Our forums series is again presenting national and overseas thought leaders. SOS is 
continuing, as will SIP where conditions allow. Whilst our popular dinners have been impossible to 



mount during the pandemic, we have offered a luncheon alternative at Hunters Hill which was a 
great success. 

Also in 2023 we anticipate delivering a major upgrade of our website. This will enable us to present
a lot of material not currently available, particularly in the area of spirituality. In particular, we have 
achieved (with thanks to Richard McLachlan) the digitisation of The Mix, the journal Catalyst 
published from 1996 until 2007. The Catalyst Reflection Sheets are also being digitised and some 
are already available.

Due to the success of the Joan Chittister forum and to the donations of so many supporters, we were
able to report a modest financial surplus for the 2022 calendar year. Revenue for the year rebounded
following the contraction of the two previous pandemic years. Costs continued to be managed 
prudentially. We are grateful for the ongoing diligence of our Administrative Officer, Pauline 
O’Neil, who has served Catalyst almost since our founding 27 years ago. 

We also express our appreciation to our Patrons, Friends, financial supporters, to members of our 
local SIP committees and to the organisations that partnered with us in delivering our program in 
2022. 

Catalyst’s mission is to foster conversation for renewal in our church and society, mindful of our 
own ever-present need of conversion and renewal and relying on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Information about our programs will be found on our web site at https://catalystforrenewal.org.au

This is my final report on behalf of the Committee. It has been a tremendous privilege to serve as 
Catalyst’s president for the past six years. I thank all members of the committee, present and past 
for their commitment and support, without which little would be possible.

Sincerely in Christ,
Bob Birchall
President
May 2023
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