
 

 2024 ANNUAL REPORT TO MEMBERS BY THE PRESIDENT ON BEHALF OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MAY 2025  

The members of the Committee are:  
Denise Playoust – President  
Catherine Hammond – Vice President  
John Stuart – Vice President  
Gabrielle Walsh – Secretary  
Margaret Goggin – Treasurer  
Richard McLachlan  
Julie Thorpe  
Carmel Varney. 
 

Catalyst for Renewal enjoyed a very good year. We started the year with a Renewal 
Meeting, employing “Conversation in the Spirit” with Patricia Gemmell as a facilitator. 
Like the synod, the process was more important than the product. We had a lot of 
preliminary input which was shared in the weeks before the meeting. Careful listening 
at the meeting and an attempt to find some consensus within each group was an 
enriching experience. There was no overwhelming consensus or appetite for change. As 
with our findings from our strategic plan, our weakness is an ageing membership and a 
lack of new members. We also noted the value of working with other organisations to 
put on events, face-to-face or virtual. 

We celebrated 30 years of Catalyst in July with a Mass, a party and good conversations. 
A trip down memory lane by means of a photographic record demonstrated how much 
had been achieved. Thirty years ago, “deep listening” and the “spirituality of 
conversation” were not mainstream terms. 

At Hunters Hill we were able to run a full program of Reflection Mornings attracting an 
average of 30 participants each time. Carol Teodori and Len Blahut had the Lawson 
program operating with about 15 participants. We would like to do more in the western 
area of Sydney but so far have not managed to do so. 

It was a great pleasure to host an evening event, In Conversation with Geraldine Doogue 
AO, in the Crypt of St Patrick’s Church Hill in March. It was an informative and inspiring 
forum on Women Deacons, led by Geraldine, with Sr Elizabeth Young RSM and Gail Gill 
as our guest speakers. 

https://catalystforrenewal.org.au/event/in-conversation-with-geraldine-doogue-ao/
https://catalystforrenewal.org.au/event/in-conversation-with-geraldine-doogue-ao/


In April we had the first of our Lunches – Food for Thought, with Bishop Vincent Long 
OFM Conv speaking on Synodality. Our second lunch for the year, like the first, was 
overbooked, to the delight of the Events team, but sadly Hugh Mackay who was to speak 
on his recent book was admitted to hospital that morning. We managed to have a good 
conversation on the topic of his book The Way We Are: Lessons from a lifetime of 
listening. 

May was a busy month, starting with Bishop Mark Coleridge speaking on Synodality for a 
Bishop’s Forum. Then came our Catalyst Weekend. The Saturday was a retreat day, 
followed by Mass and dinner. On the Sunday, after a Members Meeting and the AGM, we 
hosted an evening Public Forum in conjunction with North Sydney Parish. It featured 
Agbonghianmeghe E. Orobator SJ, Sandie Cornish, and Paul Monkerud with Geraldine 
Doogue, Becoming synodal people: forming clergy and laity. There was a big live 
audience and the event was livestreamed. The video is on our website. 

The Q&A with Robert Fitzgerald AM, the recently appointed Age Discrimination 
Commissioner, entitled An Ageing Australia: Challenging church, society and all 
generations to a new future, was well attended in October.  

The Call to Be had ten programs, most of them a series of three lectures in the Crypt of 
St Patrick’s. Topics ranged from The Artist’s Story with Daniel Dominguez to What sort of 
Neighbours are we called to be? with Susan Connelly RSJ. Michael Griffiths gave two 
poetry courses, one face-to-face, the other by Zoom. The very able subcommittee has a 
good support team, and the format has been successful. By my rough calculation, this 
has been over 1000 hours of learning and conversation.  

Spirituality in the Pub, in its Zoom format Spirituality on the Sofa (SOS), has attracted 
good to excellent audiences for its 8 sessions this year. The mother-daughter team of 
Marea Donovan and Susan Eichorn has been highly effective. Like the Zoom sessions of 
the Call to Be these virtual presentations followed by respectful Q&A are brilliant for the 
housebound and for country folk. Southern SIP in Melbourne has attracted some 
outstanding speakers and is going strong. Parkes and Central Coast have SIPs too and 
we hope some other places will restart. Meanwhile we are planning a 30-year 
anniversary of the first Paddington SIP with a live SIP in Paddington.  

Our last event of the year was the Eucharistic Reflection. Fr David Orr OSB was our 
celebrant and reflection leader. Everyone joined in to make the occasion a warmly 
memorable one.  

The major upgrade of our website is done. The website catalystforrenewal.org.au is the 
easy way to see what is coming up and news of what has happened. A selection of 
reflections on Sunday Readings and many other resources such as The Mix and 
Reflection Sheets are there too. Under Recordings can be found the 1999 Catalyst for 
Renewal’s first big public Forum which was held in the Sydney Town Hall in 1999 to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Xdc_1kthck
https://catalystforrenewal.org.au/


discuss the “Statement of Conclusions” issued by the Vatican on 14/12/1998 following 
meetings between some Australian bishops and some Curial officials. There are videos 
of two of our events and audios of some others. 

Despite increased donations, we made a substantial loss this year because of a non-
recurring administrative expense. If this item is removed from the calculations, our loss 
this year, like last, was modest. The “Call to Be” made a substantial profit, but most 
other activities operated on a slim margin, either a modest loss or modest profit. 
Livestreaming and Zoom cost money but bring in no revenue (except for the Call to Be 
lectures).  

Hunters Hill Reflection Mornings and Events are organised by two subcommittees, both 
chaired by Carole Wilson. We are grateful to her and her teams; it is a big job, and they 
do it well. The executive has worked hard to balance good administrative practice and 
the necessary mixture of caution and creativity. My special thanks to Gay Walsh, who 
has worked extraordinarily hard this year, and to Pauline O’Neill, whose knowledge of 
Catalyst matters is invaluable.  

We also express our appreciation to our Patrons, Friends, financial supporters, 
members of our SIP/SOS committees, North Sydney Parish, and the Parish Priest and 
staff of St Patrick’s.  

Denise Playoust, 31 December 2024 


