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Our Say - Why is conversation so difficult?

t the Los Angeles Religious Education

Conference on April 1, 20006, the
former Master General of the Dominicans,
Timothy  Radcliffe, addressed  the
participants. He recalled the late Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin’s Common Ground
Initiative of 1996. Bernadin expressed
concern for the polarisation in the Church
and a desire “to create a space for dialogue,
in which the different groups within the
church could talk to each other.” Radcliffe
noted, further, that Bemadin’s call to
dialogue was resisted by many, including
some of his fellow cardinals.

Radcliffe suggests one particular reason
for the resistance — probably more common
than we sometimes allow. He says, in the
minds of some, dialogue is a “liberal sort of
idea anyway.” Thus — to extend Radcliffe’s
line of thinking - if we embrace dialogue
e are embracing the “liberal” agenda and,
sy implication, jeopardising the integrity of
the faith by exposing it to relativism and
subjectivism.

t is entirely possible that individuals

might — consciously or unconsciously —

use the mnotion of dialogue or
conversation, as we prefer to name it in
Catalyst — as a smokescreen to promote
their own agenda. In other words, such a
person could be wusing the idea of
conversation to avoid the reality of
conversation. This is just as destructive as
resisting conversation altogether.

Why might someone act this way?
Apart from those who are simply anti-
social, egotistical and perhaps dishonest, an
otherwise well meaning person who is an
ideologue might do that. Ideologues — with
the best of motives — can become so
convinced of the superiority of their
worldview, and so obsessed with imposing
it, they can lose all sense of perspective.
One of the outstanding characteristics of the
ideologue is an inability perhaps
unwillingness — to hear the other.

Probably a more common source of
such a distorted use of the idea of
conversation is found in our unaddressed

personal agenda. The unresolved conflicts
“within” invariably -become part of our
interactions with people, events and things,
often without our even recognising it.
When we are not facing what must be faced
in our lives, this tends to be played out in
our relationships with others. In flight from
myself, how can I meet you? And if we are
forced to interact, the interaction will
almost certainly be frustrated by our
personal demons.

If we are to have good conversation
with others we must constantly and
effectively pursue a ruthlessly honest
conversation with ourselves.

Pope Paul VI (Ecclesiam Suam) linked
this inner conversation of the individual
with the great “conversation of salvation”
initiated by God. For the person of faith,
every conversation — with self and others —
18 no more nor less than a participation in
the life of God. Conversation is a way to be
in love. “The child is invited to it; the
mystic finds a full outlet in it” (n.70). L]
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