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Our Say - Beyond categorisations

recent issue of The Tablet (March 22,
(722003, 16-17) carried a review of a
book on the history of Ireland entitled
Christianity in Ireland: revisiting the story.
The reviewer — Brendan Smith, Senior Lec-
turer in History in the University of Bristol
— reminds us of the ambivalences and biases
that often attend our reading and writing of
history. History, like life, is always more
than it seems. Human categorisations never
capture the full reality.

One contributor to the book — jesuit so-
ciologist, Noel Barber — makes an observa-
tion that has reievance for us all. He re-
minds us of the roots of our faith thai have
been firmly planted in history and culture,
yet transcend both. Barber writes:

The humiiiation of decline and the experience of
-erlessness may well so change the focus and
acter of the Church as to lead to an inner
transformation. It is only when it is purified anc
transformed that the Church will be able to de-
vise a strategy tc respond to the spiritual needs
of the age.

mong the many challenges facing us in

the Catholic Church today, one of the
most critical has to be that of the divisive-
ness that results from the unrealistic — and at
times arrogant — claims of different groups.

Part of the genius of Catholicism is
found in its ability to embrace extraordinary
divergences. Yet that very genius arises
from the fact that th~ Church is grounded
beyond the ideologies, the rules, the dog-
matic statements, the cultural customs and
the political allegiances about which we so
often form alliances and oppositions.

The way tc renewal will not be via the
victory of this or that faction. Renewal of
the Catholic Church does not belong to the
“conservatives” any more than it belongs to
the “liberals™. It belongs to us all and is the
responsibility of all.

Es it being suggested here that we must set
iaside all categories such as ‘“conserva-
tive” and “liberal” or that we should not
critique what we believe to be erroneous or
that we should even pretend to like each

other’s opinions? Not at all. It is simply
being suggested that the way ahead lies not
in or through such categorisations — rela-
tively useful as they might be - but beyond
and beneath such categorisations.

While our knowledge of, and meetings
with each other, are confined to such cate-
gorisations, we will never actually get to
know or meet each other. The categories
will keep us at bay. Some people might like
it that way. However, it can never be ac-
cepted by those who seek genuine renewal
of the Church, the Body of Christ.

We must — as the late Cardinal Bernadin
said in 1996 when he launched the Common
Ground Initiative in the United States — find
our common heritage, our common faith
and explore that together. What is the gen-
ius of Catholicism that grounds it beyond
such categories? Where and how can we
meet those whe are not members of our
faction or our worldview?

A focus on achieving good conversation
rather than the dominance of my category
may contribute much to renewe!. I
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