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Our Say - On being relentless about good conversation

f I care deeply about someone, I will

want to foster that relationship. 1 will
take certain steps to support and deepen the
relationship. Some things I will quite de-
liberately avoid. others I will quite deliber-
ately at least attempt to do.

For example, I will avoid being harsh,
confrontationist, aggressive or rude with
that person. 1 will avoid backing that per-
son into a corner or humiliating him/her or
engaging in win-lose arguments. 1 will
avoid tendentious and emotionally loaded
language, hurtful words and references,
and strategies that are calculated to score
points rather than seek the good of the one
I love. T will avoid all those things that 1
would not like done to me. .

On the other hand. I will do my best to
listen to and understand ihat other person.

may become frustrated and angrv at
times. find it necessary to disagree and
even say hard things. But I will always
endeavour to do it in a way that allows the
other person room t0 manocuvre, apole-
gise. clarify or at least walk away with dig-
nity. I will at all times focus on what is

most constructive for the relationship, most
caring of the other. most likely to be
lifegiving for both of us.

Even if the relationship breaks down be-
cause the other is unwilling or unable to
engage in the kind of mutuality necessary
to make it work, that should not force me
to behave in a way that might be destruc-
tive to both myself and others. Admittedly
it can take great maturity to maintain one's
dignity in the face of another's refusal to.
listen or consider an alternative point of
view. And the more important the rela-
tionship is to me, the more important it is
to respond constructively and the more
difficult it probably is to do so.

he challenges facing the human family

at this time are massive. For example.

it would be hard to exaggerate the impor-

tance of issues such as care for the envi-

ronment, the dignity of the human person

within an increasingly depersonalised
world, the issues of genocide and famine.

The Church is called to be a sign of

God's liberating love within that family (cf

Lumen Gentium, n.1). She shares "the joys
and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties
of the people of this age" (Gaudium et
Spes, n.1). One of the massive tasks facing
the Church - a task that must be addressed
by each generation - is that of developing
more appropriate structures, rituals, sym-
bols and language that will allow "the peo-
ple of this age" to hear the Good News in,
through and because of the Church.

For those of us who love the Church,
this is not a time for authoritarian pro-
nouncements or refusal to listen, confron-
tationist or aggressive behaviours, win-lose
arguments or point-scoring. It is, rather, a
time for many conversations, for listening
and understanding, patience and respect,
imaginative experiments and thoroughgo-
ing scholarship.

Good conversation, relentlessly pursued,
will gradually give birth to an environment
where we will be free enough to make the
generous responses that are called for if the
Church is to be renewed according to the
vision of the Second Vatican Council.
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The Human Face

y name is Marea Donovan. I was

born in Dubbo in NSW. Mum and
Dad were Catholics and teachers in the
State school system. Dad was always the
Principal of his small schools and Mum his
"staff". We moved around from one small
NSW town to another - from Bohnock to
Coolongolook, Coopernook and other
places. I had a very happy childhood and
attended Mum and Dad's schools until I
was ready for High School.

Until I started High School at St Jo-
seph's in Taree, my faith was definitely
"caught" from Mum and Dad. When I was
12, Mum and Dad opened the primary
school at Avalon Beach in Sydney and I
attended Monte Sant' Angelo College at
North Sydney. The plaque on the big brick
fence said: "College for Young Ladies".
For the girl from the bush who had never
lived in a house with electricity or inside
toilet or hot running water. this was a bit
daunting.

I spent six happy years at the University
of Sydney, graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts, Bachelor of Laws and a refined
knowledge of the art of Bridge. David and
I were married the day President Kennedy
was assassinated. 1 think our wedding
guests talked about that rather than about
us!

I then joined David and his father as a
partner in the legal practice of Donovan
and Donovan in Port Macquarie. I lived
and practised there as a solicitor for 23
years. We had five children. I became
very active in the Parish and in Catholic
Education at Parish. Diocesan and State
level. I also taught David to play Bridge.

In 1989 we "retired" to the beachside
suburb of Bondi in Sydney. I became the
first female Deputy Chairman of the
Catholic Education Commission of NSW;,
and chaired the Governing Council of the
Catholic Theological Union. Hunters Hill.

I now chair Catalyst for Renewal and

-offside for David - with whomi I continue to

lead a happy life - in the small legal prac-
tice we operate from home. I am also un-
dertaking a Master of Arts in Theology;
play competition tennis; visit, with David,
our daughter Catherine and her husband
Gavin in New York for about a month each
year. Every three or four weeks I go to see
my 95-year-old aunty who now lives in a
hostel at Eden on the south coast. And
nine weeks ago on 9 February, our grand-
daughter Matilda, whom 1 love to distrac-
tion, was born. I spend as much time as I
can with Matilda. (Bridge! What is that?)

You know, one of the funny things
about my faith journey is that it wasn't un-
til quite recently that I became really aware
that I was on it!

But this discovery. which I believe co-
incided with the time I began my theologi-
cal studies, has made me acutely aware
the fact that every event in my life, even
the apparently most insignificant little
thing, forms part of the framework of that
journey. Nothing on the "outside" of me
has changed. but the "inside" has under-
gone an enormous shift.

It is all intimately involved with under-
standing that I need to be conscious of. and
to work on my relationship with God all
the time. And this means, not only at
Eucharist and in the more traditional "for-
mal" times of prayer, but also in the messi-
ness of day-to-day living and in relation-
ships. My inner relationship with God.
lived out in the participatory arenas of
home, parish. Church and society. teaches
me to be non-judgmental and caring.

The hierarchical "official Church" has
generally been very kind to me. 1 have
from time to time found myself in difficult
situations that I would hope would not be
repeated. But in the main, "the Church"
has provided me - a lay person and a
woman to boot - with many opportunities
to work collaboratively with others at for-
mal leadership levels, where I have servc
on, and sometimes chaired, Parish, Dioce-
san and State Commissions, committees
and Boards.

My hope for the Church of the present
and future is that ‘we can truly put into
practice the spirit that permeates the
documents of Vatican II - a spirit of open-
ness and dialogue - so that all God's people
can work collaboratively to tackle the
challenges which face us.
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Your Say
by Geraldine Doogue

— What is it about Easter?

ood swings at Eastertime could be
Mthe title of this little reflection. Or
ow I learned to stop worrying and re-

.scover the bleeding obvious about the
resurrection.

Speaking entirely personally, the build-
up to Easter this year seemed unusually
meaningless.

Palm Sunday had been subsumed into a
mere bracket within the broader Passion
Sunday tag; Lent had made little impact on
my busy days; suddenly Holy Week had
been re-dubbed Easter Week by a range of
broadcasters and Good Friday as Faster
Friday; there seemed absolutely no sense of
an impending 'event'.

My daughter informed me that most of
her (Catholic) school friends were highly
unlikely to attend any of the services, pos-
sibly only Easter Sunday Mass. Gradually,
the thought dawned that Easter might
genuinely be observed by the highly com-
mitted only.

y the time a sopping wet Holy Thurs-

day night had arrived I was quite
down in the dumps about the power of rit-
nal to exert any serious meaning. Face it, I
sught to myself, Easter is losing any ca-

pacity to influence even the broader
Catholic community, let alone secular
Australia.

How could it possibly compete with
Christmas, I pondered, with all its com-
mercial help from October to December?
Its symbols, for one thing, conferred such
an advantage.

Christmas turns on the story of a beau-
tiful newborn emerging into the world
against the odds, promising so much.
Easter is about death, oh yes, and resplen-
dent new life, but only after the fupereai
pace and determinedly bleak tone of Good
Friday. No, this was not for modern Aus-
tralia.

Letters

Then something happened at the Stations
of the Cross on Good Friday morning at
my suburban church and I was forced to re-
consider.

The story was told again, that's what
happened. Its sheer drama once more
caught us all in its spell. It wasn't a full
Church but those present were, almost to
the last man, woman and child, fully en-
gaged, unless I'm very much mistaken. As
they say in- the classics, you could have
heard a pin drop.

It didn't work for all of us all the time.
People are standing for a while after all.
Young and old are asked to concentrate for
longer than usual and ours was an incredi-
bly unadorned affair. But the words from
Brian Moore SJ (His Cross and Ours:
Praying the Stations, Dove Publications,
1989) crept into my soul. Looking around,
I wasn't alone.

For here is a narrative tale without

peer, centring on losses big and small, of -
tragedies obvious and subtle. In the hands

of a good wordsmith and reader, it so eas-
ily applies to the modern calvaries of indi-
vidual Australians, buffetted by lack of
certainties.

People in my church paused to consider
the power of the message. It was impossi-
ble to be unaffected - the ultimate compli-
ment to a liturgy.

But here is a little paradox, as my parish
priest pointed out. The Stations are not a
formal Church rite. There are no 'compul-
sory' readings, no order of service. Yet
rarely has something seemed so relevant to
my daily life at work and home. For me,
the lingering message was the need for
compassion, for being alert to the inar-
ticulate call for help, modelled by Simon of
Cyrene and St. Veronica, such unlikely
heroes.

Others were undoubtedly affected differ-
ently. Each year, the long gospel or the

Stations tap something afresh. '

We shouldn't be surprised. The story of
Jesus at Easter can stand very much on its
own, competing with all comers .... and the
less adorned the better, I've come to be-
lieve.

Maybe, too, the Church should set itself
one clear task in the next 20 years - to re-
habilitate Easter as a ritual of meaning not
only within the Catholic community, but
beyond. Easter time offers lots of possi-
bilities, speaking in both a strategic and
spiritual sense. It is so much saner than
the frenzy that marks Christmas these
days.

Most of us merely take, say, the four-day
break, then go back to work, minus that
absurd 'must-finish-everything' mentality
that grips so many of us from mid-
December onwards. It's getting worse in
my observation.

People are available for reflection at
Easter time, I would argue, much more
than at the end of the year. At the mo-
ment, Easter is used for rest and relaxation,
and most minds are not pre-occupied with
deep theology.

But they could be available for a good
story, like that of a 33-year-old activist
wrongly convicted for preaching an unpal-
atable political message. I can see cleverly
placed slabs of text and short commentar-
ies, a la the Stations, doing very well in
some of the big Australian newspapers, as
long as the emphasis is on applying this
immortal tale to contemporary life.

Make Easter meaningful once more and a
lovely, easy Aussie break offers a chance to
consider how death and resurrection are
part and parcel of life at the coal face. The
raw material is there. Can't we accept the
challenge of marketing it better? O

Geraldine Doogue is co-presenter of ABC's Life
Matters, and a member of Catalyst for Renewal.

You express interest in readers' views on
the priesthood. I have the greatest respect
and affection for the many priests I have
known over the years. 1 must also say (at
age of nearly seventy) that I have never
~nown one who appeared to fail to meet
the high standards of personal conduct we
have come to expect of them.
Re their relationship with the laity, I
have asked many times, but I have never

received a satisfactory explanation, of our
habit of using 'Father' as a courtesy title,
common among Catholics in English-
speaking countries. The ban on the use of
'Father' in Matthew XXIII seems to me
quite unequivocal. It seems to me that the
implied fatherhood of his congregation
puts both priest and laity in an impossible
situation, the implication being that the

priest assumes a moral responsibility for
the lives and consciences of the people, a
responsibility no human being can assume
with adults. Surely the job of a priest. as
we understand it, is to administer the sac-
raments and teach the gospel. Fatherhood
has got nothing to do with it.

Gavin Byrne, O'Connor, ACT
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Essay — One woman's journey

Deirdre Grusovin

The following is an edited version of a
talk given by Deirdre Grusovin at our
Catalyst Dinner on August 1, 1997. The
topic was "Parents in the Church".

Iam one of a generation of catholic fe-
males who grew up in one world, par-
ented in another, and now journey on
seeking a better understanding of self, of
family, and relationship with God and
church.

We were educated in an Irish-Australian
pre-Vatican II church which affirmed cer-
tain role models and the place of women,
both in the church and society. Religious
life was the ideal option, marriage and
motherhood an inferior but acceptable al-
ternative - after all, future vocations needed
parents.

If you weren’t married by the age of 26
you were on the shelf. I was getting into
dangerous territory at 23 and still not mar-
ried, while most of my school friends were.

Before walking down the aisle, you at-
tended Father Leonard’s marriage lectures
- segregated, of course. He had. different
advice to give to the boys and girls.

Our children arrived soon and frequently.
We had no thought that the cycle would
not continue as always. Our husbands
would provide food and shelter and wise
counsel. We would manage the home and
nurture our children. Our babies would
grow up in the practice of their catholic
faith, marry a catholic (mixed marriages to
be avoided at all cost) and produce more
catholic children.

To be honest, we did have a somewhat
ghetto mentality. But it all turned out
rather differently, because, as the children
grew up, so did we.

Our husbands found that they hadn’t
married our mothers, as we became in-
volved and exposed to the women’s move-
ment and notions of liberation and equal
opportunity. We also found we had un-
tapped abilities.

hen came John XXIII and Vatican II.
Now that was the start of a very con-
fusing and frustrating period in my life
because our parish priest was of the old
school, fearful of the change and of those
progressives who were breaching the pro-
tective walls which had surrounded our
lives.
Sunday homilies left me questioning and

sometimes angry. They seemed to be more
destructive than constructive.

We evacuated to another parish and I
suppose the children never really related or
put down roots in a local parish structure
again.

The pill and increasingly sophisticated
medical technology were raising ethical-
moral dilemmas that no previous genera-
tion had had to confront. There was bound
to be conflict.

Some of my friends continued to have
numerous children. . Natural family plan-
ning was a great help but some found it
hard going. Everyone’s circumstances
were different. Some took the pill and
separated from the church. Others coped
by shopping around for an understanding
confessor. Others thought this to be a
hypocritical exercise and followed their
OWn conscience.

. There were lots of tragedies in the pro-
cess: nervous breakdowns and failed mar-
riages. My closest friend from school days
refused to darn socks any more, and despite
four small children, went back to university
to.complete further studies. She became a
champion of the women’s movement and
later one of the originators of the ABC’s
Coming Qut programme.

t’s important for me to confess at this

stage that I liked having babies, and I
was a very conservative - probably insuf-
ferably conservative - young catholic
mother.

My closest friend from
school days refused to
darn socks any more, and
despite four small
children, went back to
university to complete
Surther studies. She
became a champion of
the women’s movement
and later one of the
originators of the ABC’s
Coming Out programme.

I - and I’'m sure many others - feel that
Holy Mother Church has never come to

terms with “woman” as a whole persc
rather than a reproductive tract. Perhaps 1.
was all too hard for the institutional church
to deal with. But the reality was indiffer-
ence and rigidity, and no inclination to
listen, on the part of the male power
structure that is the church. Morris West,
in A View From the Ridge. states: ‘That
which the faithful find hardest to forgive is
the unwillingness of their senior pastors to
confront openly with them the problems
which they face in the world today’. He
comes to the conclusion ‘that institutional
power distances men and women from
their own humanity. They forget that men
and women are the subjects and objects of
salvation, not institutions’.

How much meaningful investment has
there been in scientific research, how much
genuine commitment to gaining a greater
understanding of the female physiology
and psychology?

How can male celibates who have lived
their formative years in all-male institu-
tions have an understanding of female is-
sues? How many women were co-opted to
provide advice to those learned comm
tees? As a woman and a mother of three
growing girls, one starts to think about
such things.

I remember my stunned reaction when
some years ago I was told that while relig-
ious monastic libraries hold little on sub-
jects relating to the female condition, there
are volumes on matters relating to the male
- for example many learned works written
on the subject of masturbation.

How do you tell your daughter she can’t
be an altar server but her brother can?
Why has the church provided ordination to
married clergy, for the most part conserva-
tives, who have left the Anglican church
over the issue of female ordination and yet
deny such a ministry to our own clergy?
Why is there such difficulty with the gen-
eral concept of a married clergy?

And then of course there is the continu-
ing debate on female ordination. Mary
McAleese, Professor of Law at Belfast
University, writing in The Tablet of the
15" of March, 1997, asks in an article en-
titled, ‘7t Won't Wash with Women': ‘Ha
any catholic Bishops in Ireland undergon.
equal opportunities training in Ireland’?
My question would be, “Have any catholic
Bishops anywhere’? She makes the point
that in the Irish church.
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‘An all-male clergy had a perfect and seem-
ingly safe alliance with Irish mothers. Faith
flowed from generation to generation, - down
the conduit established by that formidable
partnership. It flowed freely because there
was trust, deference, even servitude on one
side, presumption and paternalism on the
other’.

She goes on to say: ‘Women have ob-
served the enormous drain of heterosexual
males from the priesthood, and the grow-
ing phenomenon of gay priests. They are
quietly asking what is happening at the
core of the call to priesthood that attracts
homosexuals in much greater numbers
than their population distribution would
explain. These questions are not being
raised in any homophobic way, but are
among the raft of questions bubbling to the
surface as we struggle to come to terms
with the manifest demise of the model of
priesthood on which the priest-mother alli-
ance was once founded and is now foun-
dering’.

In the same issue, Colm Kilcoyne, the
parish priest of Cong, County Mayo, looks
for the remaking of the church. He makes
the point that: “The male celibate structure
of the Irish catholic church is profoundly
offensive to many women. This maleness
will kill the church unless something is
done about it urgently’. He takes on the
hurch authorities and their appalling han-
dling of sexual abuse within the church:

‘What hurt was the suspicion that the church
authorities were more concerned with pro-
tecting their image than they were with seeing
justice done. People trained to look to Rome,
and the manual for guidance, were lost when
they had to rely on plain decency. They ran to
lawyers when they should have turned to
scripture ... the church’s national voice has
been drastically stilled, its credibility reduced
... the sight now of a Bishop on a television
panel makes even the most loyal catholic be-
come tense at the potential for embarrass-
ment’.

We have been fortunate here to have
Bishop Geoffrey Robinson prepared to
speak publicly on this most difficult issue.
Many of us are most grateful for his honest
and open statements. He has provided the
leadership we all crave, but at no little cost.

[ am sorry that there is such a failure of
communication between the church and
my children. They feel little relationship
vith the formal church. But at root they
have the faith. The biggest influence in my
life and the lives of my sisters and brothers
was without doubt the living example
given to us by our parents. Their legacy
we try to pass on to our children.

We stay within the church. There is no

other place we want to go - and you can’t
change things from without. Morris West
tells us in 4 View from the Ridge that he
believes there will come a surge of power
from women within the church, more and
more of whom will give challenge to patri-
archal mind sets, as St. Catherine of Siena,
a girl in her early twenties, once gave
challenge to, and heaped moral reproach
upon the delinquent Papacy in Avignon.
There was a martial vigour in what she
urged upon Gregory XI: ‘Siatemi Uomo
Virilee Non Timoroso - Be For Me a Virile
Man and not a Coward’.

he church will survive but I think it

will be a very different church. 1 hope
it will be a church truly living gospel val-
ues.

The words of Archbishop Oscar Romero
inspire me: ‘It helps now and then to step
back and take the long view. The kingdom
is not only beyond our efforts, it is even
beyond our vision. We accomplish in our
lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnifi-
cent enterprise that is God’s work. We
plant seeds that one day will grow. We
water seeds already planted, knowing that
they hold fature promise’.

It was not the success stories, the perfect
people, it was the battlers, the sinners, the
"lost sheep”.

Bishop Power is auxiliary bishop in Canberra,
This piece first appeared in the local diocesan
paper, The Catholic Voice, October 1997.

Deirdre Grusovin is an elected representative
in the Legislative Assembly of the New South
Wales State Parliament.

A Personal Observation
by Bishop Patrick Power

While I sympathised with the Royal
Family who were in a non-win situation,
like so many others I felt they were inept in
dealing with Diana's death. They seemed
to be out of touch with what was going on,
and out of tune with the aspirations of or-
dinary people.

It worries me that the Church at all levels
can be caught in the same bind as the
Royal Family. We have our agenda, our
way of doing things and, despite what
might be going on in the lives of people,
we are often unable to respond in a manner
which brings them the love of Jesus. '

Is this why so many young people, people
who have suffered marriage breakdown,
the unemployed, those battling addictions,
priests who have left the active ministry
and many others, feel that the Church is no
longer their home?

When Jesus walked this earth nearly
2000 years ago, who were the people to
whom he most reached out?

A MEDITATION
by N T Wright

Consider what happens normally in the
world. When we are cursed, we curse
back, if only in our hearts. When we are
hated we pass the hate on; we keep it, so to
speak, in circulation. Someone is mean to
me so I take out my feelings on someone
else, probably someone weaker than me.
So it goes on - in the world of humankind.
Tiberius Caesar, growing old and suspi-
cious, is ever more likely to take it out on
his government officials; and Pontius Pi-
late is afraid of what may happen when he
gets back to Rome if reports circulate about
his ham-handed administration. Pilate, in
turn, takes out his fear and spite on the
subject people who find themselves at his
mercy. The Jews, meanwhile, have reason
enough of their own to be bitter and frus-
trated, and a would-be Messiah who does-
n't deliver the goods is an ideal target; and
so the weight of the world's insecurity, an-
ger, bitterness, hostility, is heaped on to the
head of Mary's son, the young man from
Nazareth. ... But the divine way is differ-
ent. Jesus takes temptation, hatred, curses
- the bitterness of a bitter world - and he
absorbs it into himself on the cross. Jesus,
pronounced guilty as a blasphemer, for
claiming to be the Son of God, demon-
strates on the cross that he was speaking
the truth, by doing what only the Son of
God could do - loving his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end, the
bitter end. And this pattern, acted out.
uniquely on the cross, becomes then for us,
by the Spirit of Jesus working within us,
the pattern we are commanded to live out,
as we give back good for evil, blessing for
curse, prayer for persecution. One might
say that this is the vocation of the Church:
to take the sadness of the world and give
back no anger; the sorrow of the world and
give back no bitterness; the pain of the
world and not sink into self-pity; but to
return forgiveness and love, blessing and
Jjoy. That is what Jesus was doing on Cal-
vary. He drew on to himself the sin of the
ages, the rebellion of the world and hu-
mankind, the hatred, pain, anger, and
frustration of the world, so that the world
and humankind might be healed, might be
rid of it all.

(The book from which this extract is taken is
reviewed on page 8 of this issue of The Mix.)

THE MIX

Page 5



Words for a Pilgrim People

Confess your sins to one another and
pray for one another, and then you
will be healed. My brothers and sis-
ters, if one of you should stray from
the truth and another succeed in
bringing that person back, be sure of
this: any person who brings a sinner
back from crooked ways will be res-
cuing their own soul from death and
cancelling innumerable sins. (Jas
5:16, 19-20)

The Council has openly acknowledged
the presence of positive values not
only in the religious life of individual
believers of other religious traditions,
but also in the religious traditions fo
which they belong. It attributed these
values to the active presence of God
through his Word, pointing also to the
universal action of the Spirit: "With-
out doubt,” the Vatican Council's De-
cree on the Church's Missionary Ac-
tivity, Ad Gentes, affirms, "the Holy
Spirit was at work in the world before
Christ was glorified" (n. 4). From this
it can be seen that these elements, as a
preparation for the Gospel (cf the
Vatican Council's Dogmatic Constitu-
tion on the Church, Lumen Gentium
n.16), have played and still play a
providential role in the divine econ-
omy of salvation. This recognition
impels the Church to enter into "dia-
logue and collaboration" (the Vatican
Council's Declaration on the Church
and Non-Christian Religions, Nostra
Aetate, n.2; cf the Vatican Council’s
Pastoral Constitution on the Church
in the Modern World, Gaudium et
Spes, 10s.92-93): "Let Christians,
while witnessing to their own faith and
way of life, acknowledge, preserve and
encourage the spiritual and moral
good found among non-Christians, as
well as their social and cultural val-
ues" (Nostra Aetate, n.2). (Pontifical
Councils for Interreligious Dialogue
and for the Evangelization of Peoples,
Dialogue and Proclamation, 1991,
n.17)

When I discover that I am poor, that I
am confused, that you call me by my
name, that you love me, then there is
the moment of transformation. (Jean
Vanier, Followers of Jesus, Gill &
MacMillan, 1976, p.80).

The Bible - Questions for the first christians

"Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured
against the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution" (Acts
6:1). "The Hellenists" may simply have been one of the separate language groups of Jews
in Jerusalem at that time. One group spoke the Aramaic of Palestine ("the Hebrews") and
the other, consisting of immigrants from the Diaspora who had settled in Jerusalem bt
spoke only Greek ("the Hellenists"). There are some utterly predictable signs of human
beings being human here. (Maybe this is one of the sorts of things Jesus had in mind when
he said "Love one another!") The response is worth noting: "The twelve summoned the
body of disciples and said ..." (6:2). Authority is exercised by "the twelve". "The seven"
are appointed "to serve tables".

And this is a harbinger of bigger questions to come. In Acts 15:1-3 we read: "Some men
came down from Judea and were teaching tiie brethren: 'Unless you are circumcised ac-
cording to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved". This conflict arises in Antioch, at
the end of Paul's first mission. Paul and Barnabas debated with them but apparently were
not able to resolve the issue so "Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed
to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question” (Ibid).

This conference at Jerusalem in 49AD is sometimes referred to as the "Council” of Jerusa-
lem. "The Apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. And
after there had been much debate", and Peter spoke with authority, echoing his vision of the
clean and unclean foods (cf Acts 10) and the dispute with those who wanted to insist on
circumcision (cf Acts 11:1-18), they asked two men to accompany Paul and Barnabas back
to Antioch with a letter to say that circumcision should not be imposed on gentile converts
but that certain dietary laws should be observed - obviously a compromise response given
Peter's revelation. The early Church did not proceed without difficulty or ambiguity.

For Jews, trying their best to be faithful to the teaching of Jesus - also of the Jewish tradi-
tion - these questions would have been momentous. However, their ability to cut through to
what matters in the end allowed them to move forward: "We believe that we shall be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus just as (the gentiles) will" (Acts 15:11).

Tradition - The priest in the 5'" century

"A specific religious and social order which many articulate Christians had come to take
for granted, came to an end in many regions in the course of the fifth century” (Peter
Brown). This was a slow, complex but definite process in the western Roman Empire.
Many of the barbarians had already been absorbed into the Empire through their recruit-
ment into the Roman army. Many had also converted to Christianity long before. (This
latter fact led to conflicts between groups based on arguments around orthodoxy, eg the
Visigoths ascribed their victories in Gaul to their "Arian" orthodoxy.)

"The intensely communal quality of the Christian churches, which we have seen developing
in the cities of the fourth century, now stood out in pointed contrast to a divided and easily
dispersed secular aristocracy. The local church became the 'fixative' that held whole popu-
lations in place. ... More important still, the buildings of the church spoke of the day-to-
day determination of cities to survive and to be seen to survive" (Ibid).

Constantine had already transferred the privileges of heathen priests to Christian bishops
and priests in his Edict of Milan (313). Amidst the disintegration of the Empire in the west
during the fifth century, "the functions held by government officials passed into the hands
of Christian bishops. (This change) had a profound influence upon (the Church's)
structure and internal forms of life" (Jean Leclercq). The changes evolved slowly and were
marked by two particular factors: @ The laity no longer enjoyed the same facilities for ac-
quiring culture as did the clerics; @ The political and social structures that had been in
force were replaced by episcopal authority. Priests served as the auxiliaries of the bishops,
who were sometimes more numerous than the priests. Bishops relegated most of their
ministerial functions - preaching, baptising, presiding at the eucharist - to their priests.

The laity were looked upon as "irresponsible children whose duty it was to venerate and
obey the priests. ... This change of mentality was symbolised in certain material changes:
eg the altar was pushed back to the end of the apse, which signified that the liturgy har
become more and more a ceremony, a strictly clerical affair. ... The clergy formed a spe-
cial category of Christians, an order set apart, distinguished by its juridical privileges, its
culture, the way of life implying celibacy and the work they were allowed to do" (Ibid).
This led to "the clericalization of the Church" and a concomitant "'clergification’ of the
clerics”. The clerical state of life had now become an officially recognized secular status,
whereas at the beginning it was purely ecclesial and sacramental (Ibid).
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News in Brief

e The initial phase of the process for the
canonisation of Pope John XXIII has
been completed. The whole process is
‘kely to take some years yet. When Pope
sohn died on June 3, 1963, there were calls
for his canonisation, some even suggesting
the Second Vatican Council - still in ses-
sion at the time - should canonise him by
acclamation. Among the prominent pro-
moters of the cause were Cardinal Suenens
and Dom Helder Camara. Many Jews
have always looked favourably on John's
canonisation. Pope Paul VI opted for the

Bulletin Board

ordinary process. Pope John Paul II has
also introduced the causes of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta and Pope Pius XII.

¢ Another missionary has been killed in
Bihar province of northern India. He
was Br Luke Puttaniyil, a Missionary of
Charity. Br Luke was killed along with
the driver of a lorry and his assistant, when
they were bringing a truckload of medical
supplies from Calcutta for the poor. Br
Luke was 46 and the police say the motive
for the killings was highway robbery. No

arrest has yet been made for the beheading
last year of a Jesuit priest who worked
among low caste people in a nearby town.
Last month a Catholic priest from the same
area was stabbed by a group of masked
men who invaded the compound of his
Church.

e The International Catholic-Jewish Li-
aison Committee is to set up a group of
historians and theologians "to pursue fur-
ther studies on the Shoah" and "to seek
together a healing of memory".

o Cataiyst Calendar
(Info: Pauline on 02 9816 4262)

e Spirituality in the Pub:
Ballarat - (Info: Kevin on 03 5332 1697).
Bowral - The Grand Bar and Brasserie,
7.30pm-9pm: fourth Tuesday.of the month
(Info: John on 02 4878 5230)
Campbelltown - The Catholic Club,
7.30pm-9pm: May 13 - Michael Whelan
and Kate Englebrecht will give an intro-
ductory evening on SIP, outlining its his-
ory, spirit and purpose. (NOTE: This had
originally been scheduled for May 6 but
was changed to fit in with other events in
the diocese. (Info: Sr Julianne on 02 9603
3000 (W) or 02 9603 2749).
Canberra - The Statesman Hotel. (Info:
Rita on 02 6288 4715).
Clayton (VIC) - The Notting Hotel, 8pm-
9.30pm: May 5 - "Spirituality and Poli-
tics", (speakers tba). (Info: Ann on 03 9701
7076 or 03 9701 3740 or Joyce on 03 9700
1250).
Kincumber - The Kincumber Hotel. (Info:
Sue on 02 4334 3174 (H) or Toni on 02
4341 6986 (H)).
Newcastle - The Hotel Delany, Darby St,
7pm-8.30pm: May 19 - "Change and
Growth: Reconciling People. Reconciling
Earth" with Louise Campbell and Michael
Mahony. (Info: Gail on 02 49791141 (W)
or Gerard on 02 4945 5343 a.h.)
Paddington - The Bellevue Hotel, 7.30pm-
9pm, May 6 - "Can You Be Alone and
Happy?" (Ruth Cracknell and Stephanie
Dowrick). (Info: Marea on 9387 3152 (H))
Penrith - The Golf Club, 7.30pm-9pm,
May 13 - (Info: Dennis on 02 4773 8429 or
02 4751 7096).
Geelong (Info: Denis on 03 5275 4120).
Ramsgate - The Intersection Hotel, cnr
Rockey Pt Rd and Ramsgate Rd, 7.30pm-

9pm: May 19 - Michael Whelan and Kate
Englebrecht will give an introductory eve-
ning on SIP. (Info: Claudette on 02 9587
3039 (H)).

Richmond (VIC) - The Prince Alfred Ho-
tel, first Wednesdays, 7.30pm-9pm. (Info:
Simon on 03 9497 1631).

Rouse Hill - The Mean Fiddler on Old
Windsor Rd, 7.30pm-9pm: May 26 -
"Happy the ..." with Ailsa McKinnon
RSM and John Phillips. (Info: Tim on
9736 2324 (H)).

Waitara - The Blue Gum Hotel on the
Pacific Hwy, 7.30p-9pm: May 20 - "Are
you ever too old to be happy?" with John
Ireland and Sr Jude OA. (Info: Marie on
9869 9801 or Robyn on 9876 6139)

e SIP for young adults: Two venues in
Sydney are currently being explored -
Pymble. (Info: Greg on 9418 2397) and
Manly (Info: Fr John on 9905 3022).

e Conversation at Chameleon Café, 48
Lackey St, Summer Hill. (Info: Gerard and
Lindy on 02 9799 2907)

e Women's Night of Spirituality at St
Mary's Church North Sydney, Thursday
May 7, 7.30pm, with Petrea King,
Camilla Cowley and Maureen Watson.
Caroline Jones will introduce the speakers.

e Forums for the Future: The first Forum
will be held at the McKillop Campus of
ACU, North Sydney, Sunday May 17,
2pm-4pm. The topic will be "The Future of
the Church" with speakers Ms Teresa Pi-
rola and Fr Richard Lennan. Entry free

e Catalyst Dinners will be held twice this
year in Sydney. The first will be Friday.
July 3 and the topic will be "Reconcilia-

tion". Speakers: Maisie Kavanagh and
Frank Brennan SJ.

e AudioMIX? The Mix is now available
on audio tape, thanks to the generosity
of several volunteers. For further infor-
mation contact Pauline on 02 9816 4262.

e Mark: Jesus the everyday man, a re-
flection day at Mt St Benedict, 447A Pen-
nant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills (NSW), May
8, 10am-4pm, $20, byo lunch, tea and
coffee provided. The Sisters of the Good
Samaritan run similar days and seminars
at Mt St Benedict often. (Info: 02 9484
6208 or 9484 7033)

e Spirituality at St James, Level 1, St
James Hall, 169 Phillip St, Sydney -
""Praying with the Inner Journey: An Eve-
ning on Ignatian Prayer" with Des Dwyer
SJ on May 12, 6.30pm-8pm, $15; "An
Introduction to Christian Spirituality” (3
sessions) with Kate Englebrecht on May
13, 20 and 27, 1.10pm-1.50pm,
$10/session; "Encounters with Reconcilia-
tion" with Pearl Wymarra on June 10,
6.30pm-8pm, $15. Concessions available.
(Info: Richard on 9810 2448)

e Sydney City Mission is a non-
denominational ~ Christian ~ Community
Services Organization aiming to spread the
love of God and meet human need. In
conjunction with their work for the poor
they have a series of regular publications
dealing with particular social issues (eg
"Families on the Edge" (1997) with case
studies, statistics and practical recommen-
dations concerning families in distress:
“Children in Poverty" (1997) again giving
personal stories, statistics and recommen-
dations.

THE MLY
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Recommended Reading

e Rosemary Goldie, From a Roman Win-
dow: Five Decades - The World, The
Church and the Catholic Laity, Harper
Collins, 1998, index, sources, footnotes,
246 pages, pb, $26.95.

This is a remarkable book by an extraordi-
nary woman. This book is a record of
Rosemary Goldie's extensive involvement
in various formal structures for laity within
the Church. From her initial membership
of Veritas in Paris in 1936. where she had
gone to study as a young graduate of Syd-
ney University, through her participation
in the First World Congress of the Lay
Apostolate in Rome in 1951 and as an ob-
server at the Second Vatican Council, to
her work within the Roman Curia and as a
Professor of the Pontifical Lateran Univer-
sity, Goldie bears testimony to the pro-
found changes within the Church's attitude
to laity during that time. To the meticu-
lous recording of dates, meetings and vari-
ous opinions she offers her own thoughts.
The book is written with great care and
clarity. It will be an essential and most
helpful reference for amyone seeking to
understand the role of the laity in the
Church today. It is not the easiest book to
read, precisely because it is so chock-full of
detailed information. From her window in
Rome, this outstanding Australian woman
has observed much. She shares it humbly
and with a disarming matter-of-factness.

<

o Congregation for the Clergy, General
Directory for Catechesis, St Pauls Publi-
cation, 1998, footnotes, thematic index,
index, 318 pages, pb, $16.95.

This is a revision of the General Catecheti-
cal Directory published by the Congrega-
tion of the Clergy in 1971. The Preface
states: "In its present form. The General
Directory for Catechesis seeks to arrive at
a balance between two principal require-
ments: on the one hand the contextualiza-
tion of catechesis in evangelization as en-
visaged by Evangelii Nuntiandi (1973). on
the other hand the appropriation of the
content of the faith as presented in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church." The
document offers "reflections and principles
rather than immediate applications or
practical directives". The document is well
researched and written. thoughtful and
evocative.. The content is generally posi-
tive, seeking to strike a genuine dialogue
between the Gospel and the human situa-
tion in which we find ourselves. It draws
extensively on an array of excellent
Church documents. Clearer recognition of
the spiritual searching in many of the
‘unchurched'. those - particularly the young
- who have more or less abandoned insti-
tutional religion. would have improved the
document. as would inclusive language.
Yet. this document demands serious study
from all involved in catechesis.

e N T Wright, The Crown and the Fire:

Meditations on the Cross and the Life of
the Spirit, William B Eerdmans, 1995, 127
pages, pb, limited number available fror

The Mix for $20 each (+ $5 p/p).

This is a little gem, a book to which you
can return again and again. In fact, you
will need to return to it again and again to
appreciate its true value. N T Wright is
one of the foremost NT scholars in the
world today. He brings his wealth of
scholarship to the task of presenting the
reader with a series of profound medita-
tions on the essence of the faith. It is rare
indeed to find the truths of the faith pre-
sented so simply and clearly without com-
promising the profundity of those truths.
The thirteen meditations - or at least their

Ainitial forms - were first presented as ad-

dresses in the church in Hudson, Quebec in
1983, where Wright worshipped with his
family. They were developed and re-
worked in subsequent years with other
audiences. Perhaps this is why the content
and style have such a grounded feel, they
resonate with the tunefulness of words that
connect the Gospel with our lives and our
lives with the Gospel. If we are sincere
when we say we want to help renew th

Church. this is the sort of book we shoula
absorb conscientiously. It will help us to
understand and appreciate the true nature
of the task we claim to espouse.

Detach and post today

YES! 1 WOULD LIKE TO BE A FRIEND OF CATALYST FOR RENEWAL AND RECEIVE THE MIX

Name: .
Address:
Postcode: Telephone: Fax:

MY F RJEI:ID’S DONATION OF $30 FOR ONE YEAR IS ENCLOSED [

(This donation isnot tax deductible)
(NB: IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD $30 ANY DONATION IS ACCEPTABLE .............)
I am paying by Cheque © MasterCard 5 Visa U Bankcard O
I am also including a further donation to support the work of Catalyst for Renewal
$25 0 $00 $100 0 $3500 O $10000  Other U
NAINE OI CANG,...ooiiiiiirii e aee e s eaeseee e e Expiry date:.......... [, SIENAUIE. ..ot

PLEASE TELL ME HOW I CAN VOLUNTEER TO HELP CATALYST FOR RENEWAL U

Post to: Catalyst for Renewal, PO Box 139, Gladesville, NSW 2111 (Tel/Fax: 02 9816 4262)



